THE    FLOOD    TIDE    OF    VICTORY

where Eden and Dill seemed rather impressed with the collection
of Italian derelict aircraft lying around the airfield.

Both DEI and Wavell were superficially disguised as civilians
in rather worn raincdats and ancient felt hats and, as we landed
at Menidi airfield and pulled up on the far side away from the
hangars, we were hustled into waiting cars and driven a mile or
so to the King's country residence at Tatoi, where accommodation
had been provided for all of us. We conferred til late that night
with the King, Papagos, the Greek Commander-in-CMef, and
Korysis the new Prime Minister who had taken the place of
Metaxas when the latter died on January sgth.

The Greeks did intend to defend their country against a Ger-
man invasion and they accepted the offer of three British divisions,
an armoured brigade and such extra air squadrons as could
operate from existing airfields as well as from those under con-
struction. The landing and deployment of the force to be' as
inconspicuous as possible and as.if the intention was to reinforce
the Greeks in their Italian war. For this reason disembarkation
at Salonika was ruled out and the expedition was to land at the
ports of Piraeus and Volos to take up positions north of Mount
Olympus on the line of the Aliakmon River. Movement of some
Greek forces from the existing Albanian front to positions on the
British left flank was agreed and also the employment of the
miscellaneous collection of Greek units in Macedonia in delaying
the German advance.

We were now committed definitely to supporting the Greeks
against the Germans and I came away from the conference with
the conviction that, whatever transpired in the future, we were
right in honouring our moral obligations to this brave little
country to whatever extent was possible. We had systematically
encouraged their spirit of resistance to aggression whether Italian
or German and it will be left to historians to record whether,
under the circumstances, we were right or whether we should have
politely thanked them for what they had done in resisting the
Italians, thus taking some of the load off us in North Africa, but
that we must now leave them alone to do what they could to stem
the impending German attack.

Next day the rest of our party flew back to Cairo but I re-
mained to stay with Dalbiac at his very pleasant villa about 3 miles
out of Athens and to visit the various R. A.F. units and see what
progress had been made with the airfields, Menidi was unaffected
by the winter rains and at Elevsis the long runway was nearly
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